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To: Railroad Safety Section 
Re: Public Grade Closure Hearing on 09/27/12 

Hello, I am writing this letter to request that this process to close public grade crossings in my 
neighborhood be denied. I am concerned about the safety of the residents. I live between 1lth and 13eh 
avenue a t  Hadley Street in Phoenix. I understand that the Railroad wants to enclose al l  streets (Sherman 
and Tonto) From Grant to Buckeye in this area except for my street on Hadley. My elderly mother lives 
alone on Tonto. Her street is one of the proposed grade closures. We have lived in this neighborhood 
since June of 1965. There is also a church on the southwest corner o f  Ilth avenue and Tonto. This would 
also have an adverse effect on them as well. No one wants to be forced to  live on a dead end street. 

The issue of safety greatly concerns me and the other residents in this area. My second concern is my 
right to  be able to enter my residence without being limited to only one way in and one way our, in the 
event of an emergency. The third concern is the effect (if this takes place) it will have an my home value 
and I believe the cost of my insurance will increase as a result af this safety hazard, The City of Phoenix 
has built up this area. So we now have different nationalities (with lan$uage barriers) the elderly, the 

, young, handicapped, mentally ill, pedophiles etc. Our residential streets are packed with parked tars. 
Some are inoperable. The cars are parked on the streets because the owners do not have full coverage 
insurance on their vehicles. So they can't park them in the Matthew Henson Village parking lots. 

This 1s too much of a safety issue with us living so close together. If we only have one street (Hadley) in 
which to travel from one part of Matthew Henson Village housing projects to the other. It will create too 
much traffic an one residential street for a l l  of us to travel east and west between 1lth and 13ih avenues. 
Hadley Street is already lined with parked cars. What if an unfortunate incident should occur especially 
with a grade school in the area? what if we need fire and emergency services on Sherman or Tonto? Can 
you picture a fire engine trying to turn around or get to a house fire possibly with occupants on a dead 
end street that is full of parked cars? 

I also understand that this action will be done south of Buckeye between 1lth and 13'h Avenues on Pima 
and Apache Streets too. It may or may not have the same effect there. Either way I am voicing my 

and opposition to this idea or request of the Railroad, Safety is the issue here and it must be 
number one concern. ' 
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Cc: Arizona Corporation Commission 
Cc: Major Greg Stanron 
Cc: Vice Mayor Mlchad Johnson Dist. 8 


